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CLAIM PTO 
10/017369 
DS-L 10/27/04 

(Amended) A data providing system, ccMnprising : 

a data providing apparatus « having: 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of a provision image that is reusable by 
inlaying a predetermined advertisement image into a 
predetermined template image into which a predetermined user 
image can be inlaid as superimposed upon said predetermined 
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advertisement image; and 

providing -side transmitting means for transmitting said 

provision image data via a network; and 

a data acquisition apparatus, having: 

acquiring -side receiving means for receiving said 

provision image data frcan said data providing apparatus via 

said network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for displaying 
said provision image based on said provision image data onto 
predetermined display means, inlaying said predetermined user 
image as super inqposed upon said predetermined advertisement 
image into said template image of said provision image, and 
displaying said predetermined user image together with said 
template image in preference to said predetermined 
advertisement image until said predetermined user image is 
detached from said template image? and 

acquiring-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network. 
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2. The data providing system according to claim 1, 
wherein said acquiring -side receiving means of said data 
acquisition apparatus receives said transmission image 
data from another device and said transmission image data 
generating means of said data acquisition apparatus 
generates new transmission image data of a new 
transmission image for displaying said transmission image 
based on said transitiission image data onto said display 
means « displaying said provision image after detaching 
said user image from said transmission image, inlaying a 
new user image into said template Image of said provision 
image as superimposed upon said advertisement image, and 
displaying said new user image along with said ten^late 
image in preference to said advertisement image until 
said new user image is detached from said template image* 
--3. (Amended) A data providing apparatus, comprising: 
provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of a provision image for inlaying a 
predetermined advertisement image into a template image in 
which a predetermined user image can be inlaid as superimposed 
upon said predetermined advertisement image, and for 
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displaying said predetermined user image in preference to said 
predetermined advertisement image when a predetermined 
acquiring-side inlays said predetermined user image into said 
template image as superimposed upon said predetermined 
advertisement image; and 

providing-side transmission means for transmitting said 

provision image data via a network. 

4. The data providing apparatus according to claim 

3, wherein said provision image data generating means 

generates said provision image data such that attribute 

information for indicating said predetermined 

advertisement image is displayed inside said provision 

Image * 
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--S. {Amended} A data acquisition apparatus, comprising: 
acquiring -side receivingr weans for receiving provision 
image data of an provision image in which a predetermined 
advertisement image is inlaid into a template image into which 
a predetermined user image can be inlaid as superimposed upon 
said predetermined advertisement image, said provision image 
data being received from a predetermined data providing 
apparatus via a network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for displaying 
said provision image based on said provision image data onto 
predetermined display means, inlaying said predetermined user 
image as superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement 
image into said template image of said provision imager and 
displaying said predetermined user image together with said 
template image in preference to said predetermined 
advertisement image until said predetermined user image is 
detached from said template image; and 

acqulring-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
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6. The data acquisition apparatus according to 
claim 5, wherein said acquiring* side receiving means 
receives said transmission image data frojn another device 
and said transmission image data generating means of said 
data acquisition apparatus generates new transmission 
image dada of a new transmission image for displaying 
said transmission image based on said transmission image 
data onto said display means, detaches said predetennined 
user image from said transmission image to display said 

provision image, inlaying said new user image as 
superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement image 
into said template image of said provision image, and 
displaying a new user image together with said template 
image in preference to said predetermined advertisement 
image until said new user image is detached from said 
template image. 

7. The data acquisition apparatus according to 
Claim 6, wherein said acquiring- side receiving means 
receives, from said data providing apparatus via said 
network, said provision image data in which attribute 
information for indicating said predetermined 
advertisement image is displayed inside said provision 
image . 
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--8- (Amended) A data providing method, comprising the 
steps of: 

generating provision image data of a provision image for 
inlaying a predetermined advertisement image into a template 
image in which a predetermined user image can be inlaid as 
superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement image, and 
displaying said predetermined user image in preference to said 
predetermined advertisement image when a predetermined 
acquiring-side inlays said predetermined user image into said 
template image as superimposed upon said predetermined 
advertisement image; and 

transmitting said provision image data via a network, 

--9. (Amended) A, data acquisition method, con^rising the 
steps of: 

receiving provision image data of an provision image in 
which a predetermined advertisement image is inlaid into a 
template image into which a predetermined user image can be 
inlaid as superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement 
image, said provision image data being received from a 
predetermined data providing apparatus via a network; 

generating transmission image data of a transmission 
image for displaying said provision image based on said 
provision image data onto predetermined display means. 
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inlaying said predetermined user image as superimposed upon 
said predetermined advertisement image into said template 
image of said provision image, and displaying said 
predetermined user image together with said template image in 
preference to said preaetermined advertisement image until 
said predetermined user image is detached from said template 
image ; and 

transmitting said transmission image data to a 
predetermined destination via said network, 

10. The data acquisition method according to claim 
9, wherein said data receiving step receives said 
transmission image data from another device and said 
transmission image data generating step generates new 
transmission image data of a new transmission image for 
displaying said transmission image based on said 
transmission image data onto said display means, 
detaching said predetermined user image from said 
transmission image to display said provision image, 
. inlaying said new user image as superimposed upon said 
predetermined advertisement image into said template 
image of said provision image, and displaying a new user 
image together with said template image in preference to 
said predetermined advertisement image until said new 
user image is detached from said template image. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,369 
Art Unit: 0 



Page 



•-11. (Amended) A program storage medium storing a 
computer ^readable program that is executed by a data providing 
apparatus, said probram comprising the steps of: 

generating provision image data of a provision image for 
inlaying a predetermined advertisement icnage into a template 
image in which a predetermined user image can be inlaid as 
superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement image « and 
displaying said predetermined user image in preference to said 
predetermined advertisement image when a predetermined 
acquiring-side inlays said predetermined user image into said 
template image as superimposed upon said predetermined 
advertisement image; and 

transmitting said provision image data via a network. 

— 12. (Amended) A program storage medium storing a 
computer -readable program that is executed by a data 
acquisition apparatus, said program comprising the steps of: 
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receiving provision image data of a provision image in 
which a predetermined advertisement image is inlaid into a 
template image into which a predetermined user image can be 
inlaid as superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement 
image, said provision image data being received from a 

OS- 
predetermined data providing apparatus via a network; m 

cn 

generating transmission image data of a transmission 



image for displaying said provision image provided based on 
said provision image data onto predetermined display means, 
inlaying said predetermined user image as superimposed upon 
said predetermined advertisement image into said template 
image of said provision image ^ and displaying said 
predetermined user image together with said template image in 
preference to said predetermined advertisement image until 
said predetermiried user image is detached from said template 
image; and 

transmitting said transmission image data to a 
predetermined destination via said rietwork. 

«-13* (Amended) A data providing system^ comprising: 
a data providing apparatus, having: 

associating means for issuing an identifier to each of a 
template image in which a predetermined user image can be 
superimposed upon a predetermined inlay image and said inlay 
image to associate them with each other; 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of an provision image that is reusable by 



m 

o 
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inlaying said predetermined inlay image into $aid associated 
template image; and 

providing- side transmitting means for transmitting said 
provision image data via a network? and 

a data acquisition apparatus, having: 
transmitting-side receiving means for receiving said 
provision image from said data providing apparatus via said 
networks- 
transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for inlaying 
said predetermined user image as superimposed upon said 
predetermined inlay image into said template image of said 
provision image based on said provision image data, and 
displaying said predetermined user image in preference to said 
predetermined inlay image until said predetermined user image 
is detached from said template image; and 

acguiring-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network. • 
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14, The data providing system according to claim 
13, wherein said associating means of said data providing 
apparatus issues said identifier to a predetermined 
advertisement image as said inlay image to associate said 
advertisement image with said template image « said 
provision image data generating means of said data 
providing apparatus generates said provision image data 
of said provision image which is reusable by inlaying 
said predetermined advertisement image into said template 
image, and said transmission image data generating means 
of said data acquisition apparatus generates said 
transmission image data while displaying said provision 
image based on said provision image data on predetermined 

display means, 

--15. (Amended) A data providing apparatus^ comprising: 
associating means for issuing an identifier to each of a 

template image in which a predetermined user image can be 

inlaid as superimposed upon a predetermined inlay image and 

said inlay image to associate them with each other; 

provision image data generating means for generating 

provision image data of a reusable provision image for 
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generating a transmission image that displays said user image 

in preference to said inlay image until said predetermined 

user image is detached from said template image when said user 

image is inlaid into said template image as superimposed upon 

said inlay image on a providing side by inlaying said inlay 

image into said associated template image; and 

providing -side transmitting means for transmitting said 

provision image data to said providing side via a network. 

16. The data providing apparatus according to 

claim 15» wherein said associating means issues said 

identifier to a predetermined advertisement image as said 

inlay image to associate said predetermined advertisement 

image with said template image and said provision image 

data generating means generates said provision image data 

of said provision image with said predetermined 

advertisement image inlaid into said template image « 
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--17. (Amended) A data acquisition apparatus, 
comprising: 

acquiring -side receiving means for receiving provision 
image data of a reusable provision image generated by inlaying 
a predetermined inlay image into a predetermined template 
image associated with an issued identifier, said provision 
image data being received from a predetermined data providing 
apparatus via a network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for inlaying a 
predetermined user image as superimposed upon said inlay image 
into said template image of said provision image based on said 
provision image data, and displaying said predetermined user 
image in preference to said predetermined inlay image until 
said predetermined user image is detached from said template 
image; and 

acquiring* side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 

said network, 

18. The data acquisition apparatus according to 
claim 17, wlierein said acquiring -side receiving means 
receives, from said data providing apparatus via said 
network, said provision image data of said provision 
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image generated by inlaying a predetermined advertisement 
image into said template image as said inlay image and 
said transmission image data generating means generates 
said transmission image data while displaying said 
provision image based on said provision image data onto a 
predetermined display means. 




o 

o 
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--19. {Amended) A data providing system, comprising: 
a data providing apparatus^ having: 

associating means for issuing an identifier to each of at 
least one template image in which a predetermined user image 
can be inlaid into a predetermined advertisement image as 
superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement image and 
to said at least one predetermined advertisement image to 
associate said at least one template image with said one 
predetermined advertisement image; 

storage means for storing into a predetermined recording 
medium said at least one template image and said at least one 
predetermined advertisement image along with said identifiers 
thereof; 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data added with said identifier corresponding 
to a reusable provision image in which said predetermined 
advertisement image is inlaid in said associated template 

image; and 

providing-side transmitting means for transmitting said 

provision image data via a network; and 

a disita acquisition apparatus^ having: 

acquiring -side receiving means for receiving said 

provision image data from said data providing apparatus via 

said network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
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transmission image data by inlaying said predetermined user 
image as superimposed upon said predetermined advertisement 
image into said template image of said provision image based 
on said provision image data, and adding said identifier to 
said provision image that displays said predetermined user 
image in preference to said predetermined advertisement image 
until said predetermined user image is detached for reuse from 
said template image,- and 

acquiring -side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination from 
said network via said data providing apparatus, 

wherein said data providing apparatus extracts said 
identifier from said transmission image data to be transmitted 
from said data acquisition apparatus via said network through 
said provision image data generating means, retrieves a new 
associated advertisement image from said storage weans on the 
basis of said extracted identifier, and updates' said provision 
image used for generating said transmission image data based 
on said retrieved advertisement image. 

--20. (Amended) A data providing apparatus, comprising: 
associating means for issuing an identifier to each of at 
least one template image in which a predetermined user image 
can be inlaid into a predetermined advertisement image as 
superimposed on said predetermined advertisement image and to 
said at least one predetermined advertisement image to 
associate said at least one template image with said at least 
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one predetermined advertisement image; 

storage means for storing irito a predetermined recording 
medium said at least one template image and said at least one 
predetermined advertisement image along with said respective 
identifiers thereof; 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data added with said at least one identifier 
corresponding to a reusable provision image In which said 
predetermined advertisement image is inlaid in said associated 
template image,- and 

providing- side transmitting means for transmitting said 
provision image data via a network; and 

providing-side receiving means for receiving transmission 
image data generated by adding said received Identifier to 
said provision image for inlaying said user image into said 
template image of said provision image as superimposed upon 
said advertisement image baaed on said provision image data 
halfway in a transmission from a data acquiring apparatus to a 
predetermined destination via said network as a result of said 
transmission of said provision image data to said data 
acquiring apparatus and displaying said user image in 
preference to said advertisement image until said user image 
is detached from said template image for reuse, 

wherein said provision Image data generating means 
extracts said identifier from said transmission image data and 
reads a new associated advertisement image from said storage 
means based on said extracted identifier, by use of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,369 
Art Unit: 0 



Page 20 



retrieved new advertisement ifnage updates said provision image 
used for generating said transmission image data, and said 
providing-side transmitting means transmits said transmission 
image data generated by updating said provision image to said 
predetermined destination via said network. 

21. The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 20, wherein said provision image data generating 
means reads said new associated advertisement image from 
said storage means on the basis of said identifier 
extracted from said transmission image data and a date of 
the transmission of said transmission image data and, by 
use of said retrieved advertisement image, iipdates said 
provision image used for generating said transmission 
image data. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,369 
Art Unit: 0 



Page 21 



--22. (Amended) A data acquiring apparatus, comprisingj 

acquiring'*side receiving means for receiving provision 
image data generated by adding an identifier corresponding to 
a reusable provision image generated by inlaying an 
advertisement image into a template image that are transmitted 
in a predetermined data providing apparatus in which said 
identifier is issued to each of said template image and said 
advertiseraent image to associate with said images; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data by adding said identifier to said 
provision image generated by inlaying said user Image into 
said template image of said provision image based on said 
provision image data, and until said user image is detached 
from said template ittiage for reuse displaying said user image 
in preference to said advertisement image; and 

acquiring- side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data from said network to a predetermined 
destination through said data providing apparatus to update 
said advertisement image of said provision image used for 
generating said transmission image data based on said 
Identifier. 
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'--23> <Amended) A data providing system, compirising; 

a data providing apparatus, having: 

issuing means for issuing an identifier to a 
predetermined template image; 

storage means for scoring said template image along with 
said identifier into a predetermined recording medium; and 

providing-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
template image and said corresponding identifier via a 
netwrk; 

A data acquiring apparatus, having: 

acquiring-side receiving means for receiving said 
template image and said identifier from said data providing 
apparatus via said network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data composed of a predetermined user image 
that is inlaid into said template image and said 
identification information; and 

acquiring- side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network; and 

a data relay apparatus, having: 

relay"- side receiving means for receiving in a relay 
manner said transmission image data transmitted from said data 
acquiring apparatus to said predetermined destination via said 
network; 

capturing means for extracting said identification 
information from said transmission image data and based on 
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said extracted identification information capturing said 
coriresponding template image from said data providing 

>^ apparatus; and 
relay-^side transmitting means for adding said template 

image to said transmission image data to transmit said 
transmission data to said predetermined destination via said 
network. 
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24. The data providing ayatem according to claim 
23, wherein said data providing apparatus further has 

associating means for associating an advertisement 
image to which an identifier has been i&sued by said 
issuing means with said identifier of said template 
image; and 

provision Image data generating means for 
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cfenerating provision image data of a provision image with 
said advertisement image inlaid into said associated 
template image; 

said storage means of said data providing apparatiis 
stores said advertisement image and said identifier 
corresponding thereto and said template image and said 
identifiers corresponding thereto into said recording 
medium; said providing -side transmitting means of said 
data providing apparatus transmits said provision image 
data and at least one of said corresponding identifiers 
via said network; said transmission image data generating 
means of said data acquiring apparatus generates 
manipulation information obtained by manipulating said 
provision image data by inlaying, as superimposed upon 
said advertisement image, said user image into said 
template image of said provision image based on said 
provision image data received at said acquiring* side 
receiving means; said acquiring* side transmitting means 
of said data acquiring apparatus transmits said 
transmission image data added with said manipulation 
information to said predetermined destination; said 
relay* side receiving means of said data relay apparatus 
receives in a relaying manner said transmission image 
data added with said manipulation information from said 
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daca acquiring apparatus via said network; said capturing 
means of said data relay apparatus extracts said 
identification information from said transmission image 
data added with said manipulation information and, on the 
basis of the extracted identification information, 
captures said corresponding template image and said 
corresponding advertisement image from said data 
providing apparatus; and said relay -side transmitting 
means of said data relay apparatus adds said template 
image and said advertisement image to said transmission 
image data added with said manipulation information and 
transmits the resultant transmission image data to said 
predetermined destination via said network. 
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--25* (Amended) A data providing apparatus « comprising: 
issuing means for issuing an identifier to a 
predetermined template images- 
storage means for storing said predetermined template 
image along with said identifier into a predetermined 
recording medium? and 

providing -side transmitting meaiis for transmitting said 
template image and said corresponding identifier via said 
network and, when transmission image data composed of a 
predetermined user image that is to' be inlaid into said 
template image at a predetermined acquiring side and said 
identifier are relayed by a predetermined relay apparatus for 
transmission to a predetermined destination transmitting said 
corresponding template image requested by said data relay 
apparatus based on said identifier to said data relay 
apparatus . 
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26. The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 25, further comprising: 

associating means for associating an advertisement 
image to which an identifier has been issued by said 
issuing means with said identifier of said template 
image? and 

provision image data generating means for 
generating provision image data of a provision image with 
said advertisement image inlaid into said associated 
template image; 

wherein said storage means stores said 
advertisement image and said identifier corresponding 
thereto and said template image and said idt^ntifier 
corresponding thereto into said recording medium; and 
said providing- side transmitting means transmits said 
provision image data and at least one of said 
corresponding identifiers via said network and, when said 
transmission image data added with manipulation 
information obtained by manipulating said provision image 
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data so that said user image ia inlaid« as superimposed 
upoB said advertisement image, into said template image 
of said provision image based on said provision image 
data to display said user image in preference to said 
advertisement image are relayed by said data relay 
apparatus to a predetermined destination, transmits said 
corresponding template image and said corresponding 
advertisement image requested by said data relay 
apparatus on the basis of said identifier to said data 
relay apparatus. 

--27. (Amended) A data acquiring apparatus, comprising: 
acquiring-side receiving means for receiving from a 

predetermined data providing apparatus for storing a 
predetermined template image and an identifier issued to said 
template image said template image and said identifier via a 
network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data composed of a predetermined user image 
to be inlaid into said template image and said identification 
information; and 

acquiring-"Side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data by relaying from said network to a 
predetermined destination through, a predetermined data relay 
apparatus that captures said corresponding template image from 
said data providing apparatus based on said identifier to add 
said captured template image to said transmission image data. 
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28, The data acquiring apparatus according to 
claim 27, wherein said acquiring- side receiving means 
receives provision image data of a provision image with 
said advertisement image inlaid into said template image 
associated with each other by their identifiers and at 
least one of said corresponding identifiers from said 
data providing apparatus via said network; said 
transmission image data generating means generates 
manipulation information obtained by inlaying said user 
image into said template image of said provision image 
based on said provision image data as superimposed upon 
said advertisement image and manipulating said provision 
image data so that said user image is displayed in 
preference to said advertisement image? and said 
acquiring- side transmitting means adds said manipulation 
information to said transmission image data and transmits 
from said network to said predetermined destination 
through said data relay apparatus which captures said 
template image and said advertisement image corresponding 
to each other from said data providing apparatus on the 
basis of said identifier to add the captured images to 



said transmission image data. 
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--29. (Amended) A data relay apparatus, comprising: 
relay-side receiving means for receiving in a relaying 
manner transmission image data composed of a predetermined 
user image to l>e inlaid into a predetermined template image 
and identification information issued to said template image^ 
said transmission image data being transmitted from a 
predetermined data acquiring apparatus to a predetermined 
destination via a network; 

capturing means for extracting said identification 
information from said transmission image data and based cm 
said extracted identification information capturing said 
corresponding template image from a predetermined data 

providing apparatus in which said template image and said 
corresponding identifier are stored; and 

relay-side transmitting means for adding said template 
image to said transmission image data and transmitting said 
resultant transmission image data to said predetermined 
destination via said network- . 
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30. The data relay apparatus according to claim 29, 
wherein said relay- side receiving means receives said 
transmission image data added with said manipulation 

information obtained by inlaying said user image into 
said template image of said provision image based on said 
provision image data as superimposed upon said 
advertisement image and manipulating said provision image 
data so that said user image is displayed in preference 
to said advertisement image, said transmission image data 
being transmitted from said data acquiring apparatus to 
said predetermined destination via said network; said 
capturing means extracts said identification information 
from said transmission image data and, on the basis of 
said extracted identification information, captures said 
template image and said advertisement image from said 
data providing apparatus in which said advertisement 
image and said corresponding identifier are stored, in 
addition to said template image and sand corresponding 
identifier; and said relay* side transmitting means adds 
said template image and said advertisement image to the 
transmission image data added with said manipulation 
information and transmits said resultant transmission 
image data to said predetermined destination via said 
network. 
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"31, (Amended) a data providing method, comprising the 
steps of J 

issuing an identifier to a predetermined template images- 
storing said predetermined template image along with said 
identifier into a predetermined recording medium; and 

transmitting said template image and said corresponding 
identifier via said network and, when transmission image data 
composed of a predetermined user image that is to be inlaid 
into said template image at a predetermined acquiring side and 
said identifier are relayed by a predetermined relay apparatus 
for transmission to a predetermined destination transmitting 
said corresponding template image requested by- said data relay 
apparatus based on said identifier to said data relay 
apparatus. 
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32. The data providing method according to claim 
31, further comprising the steps of: 

associating an advertisement image to which an 
identifier has been issued by said issuing means with 
said identifier ot said template Image; and 

generating provision image data of a provision 
image with said advertisement image inlaid into said 
associated template image; 

wherein said storage step stores said advertisement 
image and said identifier corresponding thereto and said 
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template image and said identifier corresponding thereto 
into said recording medium; and said transmitting step 
transmits said provision image data and at least one of 
said corresponding identifiers via said network and^ when 
said transmission image data added with manipulation 
information obtained by manipulating said provision image 
data so that said user image is inlaid^ as superimposed 
upon said advertisement Image, into said template image 
of said provision image based on said provision image 
data to display said user image in preference to said 
advertisement image are relayed by said data relay 
apparatus to a predetermined destination, transmits said 
template image and said advertisement image corresponding 
to each other requested by said data relay apparatus on 
the basis of said identifier to said data relay apparatus. 
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template image and said identifier corresponding thereto 
into said recording medium; and said transmitting step 
transmits said provision image data and at least one of 
said corresponding identifiers via said network and^ when 
said transmission image data added with manipulation 
information obtained by manipulating said provision image 
data so that said user image is inlaidi as superimposed 
upon said advertisement image, into said template image 
of said provision image based on said provision image 
data to display said user image in preference to said 
advertisement image are relayed by said data relay 
apparatus to a predetermined destination, transmits said 
template image and said advertisement image corresponding 
to each other requested by said data relay apparatus on 
the basis of said identifier to said data relay apparatus. 
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--33. (Amended) A data acquiring method^ comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving from a predetermined data providing apparatus 
for scoring a predetermined template image and an identifier 
issued to said template image said template image and said 

identifier via a networks- 
generating transmission image data composed of a 
predetermine user image to be inlaid into said template image 
and said identification information; and 

transmitting i^aid transmission image data by relaying 
from said network to a predetermined destination through a 
predetermined data relay apparatus which captures said 
corresponding template image from said data providing 
apparatus based on said identifier to add said captured 
template image to said transmission image data. 
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34. The data acquiring method according bo claim 
33, wherein receiving step receives provision image data 
of a provision image with said advertisement image inlaid 
into said template image aeeociated with 0ach other by 
their identifiers and at least one of said corresponding 
identifiers from said data providing apparatus via said 
network; said generating step generates manipulation 
information obtained by inlaying said user image into 
said template image of said provision image based on said 
provision image data as superimposed upon said 
advertisement image and manipulating said provision image 
data so that said user image is displayed in preference 
to said advertisement image; and said transmitting step 
adds said manipulation information to said transmission 
image data and transmits from said netvork to said 
predetermined destination through said data relay 
apparatus which captures said template image and said 

advertisement image corresponding to each other from said 
data providing apparatus on the basis of said identifier 
to add the captured Images to said transmission image 
data. ^. 
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---as, (Amended} A data relay method^ comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving in a relaying manner transmission image data 
including a predetermined user image to be inlaid into a 
predetermined template image and identification information 
issued to said template image, said transmission image data 
being transmitted from a predetermined data acquiring 
apparatus to a predetermined destination via a networks- 
extracting said identification information from said 
transmission image data and based on said extracted 
identification information capturing said corresponding 
template image from a predetermined data providing apparatus 
in which said template image and said corresponding identifier 
are stored; and 

adding said template image to said transmission image 
data and transmitting said resultant transmission image data 

to said predetermined destination via said network • 
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36. The data relay method according to claim 35, 
wherein said receiving step receives said transmission 

image data added with said manipulation information 
obtained by inlaying said user image into said template 
image of said provision image based on said provision 
image data as superimposed upon said advertisement image 
and manipulating said provision image data so that said 
user image is displayed in preference to said 
advertisement image, said transmission image data being 
transmitted from said data acquiring apparatus to said 
predetermined destination via said network; said 
capturing step extracts said identification information 
from said transmission image data and^ on the basis of 
said extracted identification information* captures said 
template image and said advertisement image from said 
data providing apparatus in which said advertisement 
image and said corresponding identifier are stored^ in 
addition to said template image and sand corresponding 
Identifier; and said transmitting step adds said template 
image and said advertisement image to the transmission 
image data added with Baid manipulation information and 
transmits said resultant transmission image data to said 
predetermined destination via said networ^c. 
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--3f7. {Amended) A data providing system^ coniprising: 
a data providing apparatus, having: 

issuing means for issuing an identifier to each of a 

IS ■ 

template image into which a predetermined user image can be 
inlaid as superimposed upon a predetermined advertisement 
image and said advertisement image; 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of a provision image with said 
advertisement image inlaid into said template image; and 

providing-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
provision image data and said identifier corresponding to said 
provision image data via a network? 

a data acquiring apparatus, having 

acquiring-side receiving means for receiving said 
provision image data and said identifier from said network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data by manipulating said provision image 
by presenting said provision image based on said provision 
image data displayed on predetermined display means and then 
inlaying said user image into said template image of said 
provision image as superimposed upon said advertisement image 
so that said user image is displayed in preference to said 
advertisement image; and 

acquiring-side transmitting means for adding said 
received identifier to said transmission image data and 
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transmitting said resulting transmission image data to a 
predetermined destination via said network; and 
a fee-charge processing apparatus; having 
fee -charge receiving means for receiving said 
transmission image data added with said identifier being 
transmitted once every time said transmission image data added 
with said identifier are transmitted from said data acquiring 
apparatus to said predetermined destination via said network; 
and 

fee-charge processing means for computing a template 
usage fee to be paid to a creator of said template image by 
counting a number of times said template image corresponding 
to said identifier added to said transmission image data has 
been used for displaying said advertisement image at said 
generation of said transmission image data. 

38. The data providing system according to claim 

37, wherein said fee-charge processing means counts the 

number of times said advertisement image corresponding to 

said identifier added to said transmission image data has 

been displayed for product advertisement at the 

generation of said transmission image data and computes 

an advertisement fee to be billed to an advertiser in 

accordance with the usage count to divert a part of said 



advertisement fee to said template usage fee to be paid 
to said creator of said template image. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,369 
Art Unit: 0 



Page 43 



--39. (Amended) A data providing apparatus, comprising: 
issuing means for issuing an identifier to each of a 
template, image into which a predetermined user image can be 
inlaid as superimposed upon a predetermined advertisement 
image and said advertisement image; 

provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of a provision image with said 
advertisement image inlaid into said template image; and 

providing-side transmitting means for transmitting along 
with said provision image data said identifier of said 
template image in order to count a number of times said 

template image of said provision image data has been used for 
product advertisement through said advertisement image via a 
netwcn-k. 

40. The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 39, wlierein said providing-side transmitting means 
transmits, along with said provision image data, said 
identifier of said advertisement image in order to count 
the number of tiroes said advertisement image of said 
provision image data has been used for product 
advertisement via said network. 
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--41. (Amended) A data acquiring apparatus, comprising: 
acquiring- side receiving means for receiving provision 
image data of a provision image with an advertisement image 
inlaid into a predetermined template image and an identifier 
previously issued to said template image from a predetermined CO 
data providing apparatus via a network; 

transmission image data generating means for generating ^ 
transmission image data by manipulating said provision image 
data by presenting said provision image based on said 
provision image data displayed on predetermined display means m 
and then inlaying said user image into said template image of O 
saia provxsxon xmage as superimposed upon said advertisement 

o 

image so that said user image is displayed in preference to 
said advertisement image; and 

acquiring -side transmitting means for adding said 
identifier of said template image to said transmission image 
data in order to count a number of times said template image 
has been used for product advertisement through said 
advertisement image and transmitting said resultant 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network. C 
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42. The Data acquiring apparatus according to 

claim 41, wherein said acquiring- side receiving means 
receives said provision image data and an identifier 
issued beforehand to said advertiseitient image of said 
provision image data from said data providing apparatus 
via said network and said acquiring -side transmitting 
means adds said identifier to said transmission image 
data in order to count the number of times aaid 
advertisement image has been used for product 
advertisement and transmits the resultant transmission 
image data to said predetermined destination via said 
network . 
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--43. (Amended) A fee-charge processing apparatus, 
comprising: 

fee-charge receiving means for every time transmission 
image data generated by manipulating a provision image with an 
advertisement image inlaid into a template image by presenting 
said provision image displayed on predetermined display means 
and then inlaying a predetermined user image into said 
template image of said provision image as superimposed Upon 
said advertisement image so that said user image is displayed 
in preference to said advertisement image is transmitted from 
a predetermined data acquiring apparatus to a predetermined 
destination via a network once receiving said transmission 
image data added with said identifier being transmitted.- and 

fee-charge processing means for counting a number of 
times said template image corresponding to said identifier 
added to said transmission image data has been used for 
displaying said advertisement image at said generation of said 
transmission image data and computing a template usage fee to 
be paid to a creator of said template image in accordance with 
said number- 
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44* The fee-charge processing apparatus according 
to claim 43, wherein, every time said transmission image 
data is added with an identifier issued beforehand to 
said advertisement image used for generating said 
, transmission image data to said transmission image data 
and said resultant transmission image data are 
transmitted from said data acquiring apparatus to said 
predetermined destination via said network, said fee- 
charge receiving means once receives said transmission 
image data added with said identifier being transmitted; 
and said fee -charge processing means counts the number of 
times said advertisement image corresponding to said 
identifier added to said transmission image data has been 
used at the generation of said transmission image data 
and computes an advertisement fee to be billed to an 
advertiser in accordance with the usage count. 
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45. The fee-charge proceselng apparatus according 
to claim 44, wherein said fee-charge processing means 
computes an advertisement usage fee to be paid to a 
creator of said advertisement image in accordance with 
the number of times said advertisement fee has bee used 
for product advertisement at the generation of said 
transmission image data, 

46. The fee-charge processing apparatus according 
to claim 45, wherein said fee-charge processing means 
diverts a part of said advertisement fee to be billed to 
said advertiser to said template usage fee and said 
advertisement usage fee to be paid to said creator of 
said template image and said advertisement image. 

"47. (Amended) A data providing method, comprising the 
steps of: 

issuing an identifier to each of a template image into 
which a predetermined user image can be inlaid as superimposed 
upon a predetermined advertisement image and said 
ad ver t i semen t i mage ; 

generating provision image data of a provision image with 

said advertisement image inlaid into said template image; and 

transmitting along with said provision image data said 
identifier of said template in order to count a number of 
times said template image of said provision image data has 
been used for product advertisement through said advertisement 
image via a network. 
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48, The data providing method according to claimi 
47, wherein said transmitting step transmits, along with 
said provision image data, said identifier of said 
advertisement image in order to count the numher of times 
said advertisement image of said provision image data has 
been used for product advertisement via said network, 

*-49. (Amended) A data acquiring method, comprising the 
steps of : 

receiving provision image data of a provision image with 
an advertisement image inlaid into a predetermined template 
image and an identifier previously issued to said template 
image from a predetermined data providing apparatus via a 
network; 

generating transmission image data hy manipulating said 
provision image data by presenting said provision image based 
on said provision image data displayed on predetermined 
display means and then inlaying said user image into said 
template image of said provision image as superimposed upon 
said advertisement image so that said user image is displayed 
in preference to said advertisement image; and 

adding said identifier of said template image to said 
transmission image data to count a number of times said 
template image has been used for product advertisement through 
said advertisement image and traxismitting said resultant 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network. 
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50. The data acquiring method according to claim 
49, wherein said data receiving step receives said 
provision image data and an identifier issued beforehand 
to aaid advertisement image of said provision image data 
from said data providing apparatus via said network and 
said data transmitting step adds said identifier to said 
transmission image data in order to count the number of 
times said advertisement image has been used for product 
advertisement and transmits the resultant transmission 
image data to said predetermined destination via said 
network. 
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--51. (Amended) A fee- charge processing method, 
comprising th^ steps of: 

every time transmission image data generated by 
manipulating a provision image with an advertisement image 
inlaid into a template image by presenting said provision 
image displayed on predetermined display means and then 
inlaying a predetermined user image into said template image 
of said provision image as superimposed upon said 
advertisement image so that said 'user image is displayed in 
preference to said advertisement image is transmitted from a 
predetermined data acquiring apparatus to a predetermined 
destination via a network once receiving said transmission 
image data added with said identifier being transmitted; and 

counting a number of times said template image 
corresponding to said identifier added to said transmission 
image data has been used for displaying said advertisement 
image at the generation of said transmission image data and 
computing a template usage fee to be paid to a creator of said 
template image in accordance with said number. 
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sa. The fee-charge processing method according to 
claim 51. wherein every time said transmiaeion image data 
is added with an identifier issued beforehand to said 
advertisement image used for generating said transmission 
image data to said transmission image data and said 
resultant transmission image data are transmitted from 
said data acquiring apparatus to said predetermined 
destination via said network, said fee*charge receiving 
step once receives said transmission image data added 
with said identifier being transmitted: and said fee- 
charge processing step counts the number of times said 
advertisement image corresponding to said identifier 
added to said transmission image data has been used at 
the generation of said transmission image data and 
computes an advertisement fee to be billed to an 
advertiser in accordance with the usage count. 
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--53- (Amended) A data providing system, comprising; 
a data providing apparatus, having: 
provision image data generating means for generating 
provision image data of a reusable provision image embedded 
with a program for executing predetermined processing in 
accordance with contents of a template image and an inlay 

imag^ by .following a predetermined instruction given on said 
teti^jlate image and said inlay image, said inlay image being 
inlaid into said template image into which a predetermined 
user image can be inlaid as superimposed upon said inlay 
image; and 

providing- side transmitting means for transmitting said 
provision image data via a network? and 

a data acquiring apparatus « having; 

acquiring- side receiving means for receiving said 
provision image data from said data providing apparatus via 
said network? 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for inlaying 
said user image into said template image of said provision 
image based on said provision image data as superimposed upon 
said inlay image and until said user image is detached for 
reuse from said template image displaying said user image in 
preference to said inlay image and activating said program by 
following said instruction given on said user image; and 

acquiring-side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/0 1 7,369 Page 54 

Art Unit: 0 

54. The data providing system according to claim 
53, wherein said provision image data generating means 
generates said provision image data of said reusable 
provision image embedded with said program for inlaying 
said inlay image into said template image and 
transmitting a result of said instruction to a 
predetermined device which holds another associated 
provision image or transmission image by following said 
instruction given on said template image and/or said 
inlay image. 

55. The data providing system according to claim 
53 < wherein said provision data generating means of said 
data providing apparatus generates said provision image 
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data of said reusable provision image embedded with said 
program for inlaying said inlay image into said template 
image and manipulating said template image and/or said 
inlay image by following said instruction given on said 
template image and/or said inlay image. 

56, The data providing system according to claim 
53, wherein said provision image data generating means 
generates said provision image data of said reusable 
provision image embedded with said program for inlaying 
an advertisement image as said inlay image into said 
template image and executing said predetermined 
processing by following said instruction given on said 
template image and/or said advertisement image. 
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--57. (Aniended) A data providing apparatus, comprising: 
provision image data generating means for generating 
provision itnage data of a reusable provision image embedded 
with a program for executing predetermined processing in 

accordance with contents of a template image and an inlay 
image by following an instruction given on said template image 
and said inlay image which is inlaid into said template image 
into which a predetermined user image can be inlaid as 
; superimposed upon said inlay image, said provision image data 
providing transmission image for activating said program in 
accordance with said instruction given on said user image that 
is displayed in preference to said inlay image until said user 
image is detached from said template image, said user image 
being inlaid into said template image by a predetermined data 
acquiring apparatus as superimposed upon said inlay image; and 

providing-' side transmitting means for transmitting said 
provision image data to said data acquiring apparatus via said 
network. 
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58, The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 51, wherein said provision image data generating 
means generates said provision iinage data of said 
reusable provision image embedded with said program for 
inlaying said inlay image into said template image and, 
by following said instruction given on said template 
image and/or said inlay image, transmitting a result of 
said instruction to a predetermined device holding 
another associated provision image or transmission image. 

5$. The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 57. whereiim said provision image data geiterating 
means of said data providing apparatus generates said 
provision image data of said reusable provision image 
embedded with said program for inlaying said inlay image 
into said template image and, by following said 
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instruction given on said template image and/or said 
inlay image, manipulating said template image and/or said 

inlay image. 

€0- The data providing apparatus according to 
claim 57, wherein said provision image data generating 
means of said data providing apparatus generates said 
provision image data of said reusable provision Image 
embedded with said program for inlaying an advertisement 
image as said inlay image into said template image and 
executing said predetermined processing by following said 
instruction given on said template image and/or said 
advertisement image. 



ft 
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'-61. {Amended) A data acquiring apparatus, comprising: 
acquiring- side receiving means for receiving from a 
predetermined data providing apparatus via a network provision 
image data of a reusable provision image embedded with a 
program for inlaying an inlay image into a predetermined 
template image and, in accordance with an instruction given on 
said template image and said inlay image executing 
predetermined processing in accordance with contents of said 
template image and said inlay image; 

transmission image data generating means for generating 
transmission image data of a transmission image for inlaying 
said user image into said template image of said provision 

image based on said provision image data as superimposed upon 
said inlay image and until said user image is detached for 
reuse from said template image displaying said user image in 
preference to said inlay image and activating said program by 
following said instruction given on said user image; and 

acquiring -side transmitting means for transmitting said 
transmission image data to a predetermined destination via 
said network,-* 
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62. The data acquiring apparatus according to 
claim 61, wherftiti said acqui ring • side receiving means 
receives, from said data providing apparatus via said 
network, provision image data of reusable provision image 
embedded with said program for inlaying said inlay image 
into said template image and, by following an instruction 
given on said template image and/or said inlay image , 
transmitting a result of said instruction to a 
predetermined device holding another associated provision 
image or transmission image; and said transmission image 
data generating means generates said transmission image 
data of said transmission image by writing an address of 
a destination of said result of said instruction to said 
program so that said user image is inlaid into said 
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template image of said provt$ion image based on said 
provision image data as superimposed upon said inlay 
iroage and then, until said user image is detached for 
reuse frozn said template image, said user image is 
displayed in preference to said inlay image, and said 
result of said instruction is transmitted by activating 
said program by following said instruction given on said 
user image. 

63, The data acquiring apparatus according to 
claim €2, wherein said acquiring -side receiving means 
receives said result of said instruction given on said 
user image of said transmission image from another 
predetermined device via said network; and said 
transmission image data generating means manipulates said 
template image^ said inlay image, and/or said user image 
of said corresponding transmission image on the basis of 
said result of said instruction, 

64. The data acquiring apparatus according to 
claim SI, wherein said acquiring -side receiving means 
receives, from said data providing apparatus via said 
network, provision image data of reusable provision image 
embedded with said program for inlaying said inlay image 
into said template image and manipulating said template 
image and/or said inlay image by following an instruction 
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given on said template image and/or said inlay image; and 
said transmission image data generating means generates 
said transmission image data of said transmission image 
for manipulating said user image by inlaying said user 
image into said template image of said provision image 
based on said provision image data as superimposed \ipon 
said inlay image and then, until said user image is 
detached from said template image, displaying said user 
image in preference to said inlay image, and activating 
said program by following said instruction given on said 
user image. 



